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It is with deep sorrow that we join the global Catholic community in mourning the passing of our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis. A shepherd of compassion, humility, and unwavering faith, Pope Francis touched the hearts of 
millions with his message of mercy, care for our common home, inclusion, care for the most vulnerable 
among us and his firm and unconditional “no” to war. Pope Francis has been our Pope since 2013 and for 
these past twelve years has gently and compassionately led our Church.   

Pope Francis was born Jorge Mario Bergoglio on 17 December 1936 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He was 
ordained a priest in 1969; from 1973 to1979 he was the Jesuit provincial superior in Argentina. He became 
the Archbishop of Buenos Aires in 1998 and was created a Cardinal in 2001 by Pope John Paul II. He was 
elected Pope on 13 March 2013 and chose Francis as his papal name in honour of Saint Francis of Assisi. 
Pope Francis was a man of many firsts – he was the first non-European pope in centuries, the first Latin 
American pope, the first Jesuit pope and the first to take the name Francis. He will be remembered as a man 
of simplicity, humility and compassion. 

Pope Francis died on Easter Monday 2025, having dedicated his entire life to the service of the Lord. At St 
Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we give thanks for his extraordinary leadership and example of Christ’s 
love in action.  

“If we can develop a truly humble attitude, we can change the world.” – Pope Francis 
 
May he rest in eternal peace, and may his light continue to guide us all 

  



  
 

ANZAC Day March 

We are marching as a school again this year on Friday the 25th of April. The ANZAC Day March and Ceremony 
are a significant community event to recognise and honour the important contributions and sacrifices that 
have been and still are being made by those men and women who serve our country, Australia. 

I would love to see as many St Joseph's students as possible join staff in the March. Students are requested 
to wear their formal school uniform and school hat. Preps will wear their sports uniform. Students need to 
bring a water bottle and are strongly encouraged to wear sunscreen. 

We are number 58 in the March and will be gathering on Bourbong St as indicated below.  

 

Our position is behind Woongarra State School and in front of St Mary's.  We will start gathering 
at 8:00am and are expected to march off at 8:30am. Parents are requested to collect their children promptly 
upon the completion of the ceremony at Buss Park. Parents of younger children may choose to collect them 
as we enter Buss Park before the start of the ceremony. 
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I am extremely grateful to Chris Roelofs, ably assisted by Kate, for generously giving his time over the school 
holidays to erect our School Values Panels in the Reconciliation Garden.  

Thank you very much Chris for your time and the craftsmanship. I know that the St Joseph’s community 
appreciate the time you have spent on this project. 

 

 

 

 

Monica White 

https://depositphotos.com/photos/thank-you.html


  
 

From the APRE – Laura Campbell 
 

Greetings to our Families 

Memorial Mass for Pope Francis 

The Catholic Parish of Bundaberg will officially celebrate the life of Pope Francis with Mass for the repose of 
his soul on Monday, April 28 at 6.00pm at Holy Rosary Church. 

Fr Don White wishes to invite you to join us as we farewell a man whose life was remarkable in its simplicity, 
humility, and compassion.  

His legacy will live on among us and the people of our world as one who brought life and hope not only to the 
people of our faith but to all humanity especially the poor and underprivileged.  

Please know that you are very welcome.  

Prayerful best wishes.  

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

 

 

  



  
 
Easter 

Easter is the celebration of Christ's resurrection from the dead. It is celebrated on Sunday, and marks the 
end of Holy Week, the end of Lent, the last day of the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday), and is the beginning of the Easter season of the liturgical year. 

As we know from the Gospels, Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day following his crucifixion, 
which would be Sunday. His resurrection marks the triumph of good over evil, sin and death. It is the singular 
event which proves that those who trust in God and accept Christ will be raised from the dead. 

Since Easter represents the fulfillment of God's promises to mankind, it is the most important holiday on the 
Christian calendar. The Easter season lasts for 50 days and ends with Pentecost Sunday. 

Yesterday, St Joseph’s students and teachers celebrated Easter with a simple prayer ritual. We participated 
in a Sprinkling Rite where blessed water is sprinkled over the people in remembrance of the promises made 
at our Baptism and a sign of renewal and fresh starts. Easter is a time for making positive changes in our 
lives that make the world a better place. 

Every day at St Joseph’s we endeavour to be a positive and generous community that reflects God’s message 
of love.  

We are Easter people! 

 

Have a blessed week, 

Laura Campbell  

  



  
 

Last Chance to Have Your Say 

 

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

Click here for Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter 

 

  

https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Resurrection-of-the-Lord.pdf
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Finance News 

 



  
 

P & F Forum Group 

 



  
 

Swimming Carnival  
 

2025 SWIM CARNIVAL RESULTS 
 

What a fantastic way to end the term. Our 2025 carnival was terrific – even the weather eventually decided 
to support our event! Teamwork was exceptional. Our new house leaders all did a fabulous job organising 
and encouraging their teams. Congratulations to MacKillop on winning the trophy for 2025. The competition 
was exceptional and very close.  
 

MacKillop   172  

Rossolini  154  

Tennison Woods  103  

  
  
Every race showed all students demonstrating their swimming skills and persistence to complete the whole 
25m of the pool. It was pleasing to hear and see teams cheering each to finish each race. Congratulations to 
our new Age Champions for this year.  
 

AGE CHAMPIONS  BOYS  GIRLS  

12 YEARS 2013  Ethan Evie 

11 YEARS 2014  Zac Ruby 

10 YEARS 2015  Flynn Milly 

  9 YEARS 2016  Thomas M Delilah 

  
Thanks to our P&F for streamlining the Subway lunch option again for everyone this year. Another 
demonstration of great teamwork! It was wonderful to have lots of parents and supporters join us, despite 
the threatening weather for our carnival. You are a vital part of every team!  
 
Thank you also to those parents for coming early to assist with the tents. Working together as a team they 
ensured all tents were up and secure for the arrival of our teams to commence the day. They repeated the 
job at the end of the day too – very much appreciated.   
 
Great teamwork all around made this a memorable and enjoyable day for everyone as you can see from our 
photos.  
 
THANK YOU 
Di Carr 
 
  



  
 

Bundaberg Sports Trial Dates 



  
 

 


