
Newsletter Term Three Week 2  23 July 2025 

Principal’s Pen – Monica White 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last week our St Joseph’s Netball and Football Team competed in the Diocesan Challenge Cup Competition. 
I have heard nothing but positive comments about the great sportsmanship and whole-hearted efforts made 
by all of the children on these two teams. Even more exciting, in the first year that we have fielded our own 
football team the boys came away with a win – the Challenge Cup Medal. Unfortunately, the photos taken at 
Challenge Cup have not been published yet due to media permission restrictions.  Presentations will be 
made to both teams during Friday’s assembly and photos will be published soon afterwards. 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to again thank the staff who have generously given their time and 
commitment to the Football and Netball Team – Mr Sean Killeen, Mrs Katrina Clarke, Mrs Allison Newman, 
Mrs Kim Cooper and Mrs Alyssa Rycen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 7 Habits of Happy Families 

In a recent article for Happy Families Dr Justin Coulson shared a handful of powerful habits that parents can 
practice which make their families happy.  

1. Assume Positive Intent – Children are trying their best with limited skills and resources. Sometimes they 
can be clumsy. They only have their ‘L’ plates on. 

2. Laugh Together - Shared joy creates bonds that withstand life’s challenges. 

3. Fix Things Fast - Be the first to apologise, especially if you’re the parent. Name what went wrong. Take 
responsibility for your part. Ask what would help. End with physical connection. A hug, high five, or fist bump 
resets everyone’s nervous system. 

4. Stay Close - Children of all ages are biologically wired for connection with their parents. 



  
 
5. Listen Fully - Being heard creates security and builds trust. 

6. Create Meaningful Traditions - Family rituals create stability and identity in an unpredictable world. 

7. Have the Hard Conversations - Children need parents who are brave enough to discuss difficult topics. 

I would encourage you to read Dr Justin’s full article published on the 4th of April, 2025 : 
https://happyfamilies.com.au/articles/the-7-habits-of-happy-families-2  

 

From the APRE – Laura Campbell 
Greetings to our Families, 

Catholic Education Week 

Our theme for Catholic Education Week is “Communities of Faith, Hope and Love”. 

At this time the schools of the Catholic Communities celebrate the wonderful opportunities and students 
and staff that make up our schools. 

Please view the video about the launch of this special week:   CEW Launch Video 

You are also invited to celebrate Mass with us. 

 

 

  

https://happyfamilies.com.au/articles/the-7-habits-of-happy-families-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcEd7hiCACQ&t=1s


  
 
Grandparents Day 

Jesus’ grandparents are remembered on their feast day, celebrated 26th July each year. As a part of our 
activities for Catholic Education Week, St Joseph’s is inviting all grandparents to a special Prayer Assembly 
and classroom activities. Please see the flyer below. 

 

ALPHA Program 

Alpha is a faith discovery program originally begun in London 30 years ago. It is now in 169 countries 
throughout the world and has been experienced by 29 million guests.  

Having conversations about faith, life and Jesus can be hard. But it doesn’t have to be. Alpha creates a space 
where our friends, family, neighbours can explore the Christian faith and the meaning of life in a way that is 
relaxed and respectful. 

The format is simple. Over a number of weeks guests gather to have a meal together, hear a talk on the 
Christian faith and then have a discussion together in small groups. For so many people Alpha was the 
catalyst that began, or restored, their faith in Jesus Christ. 

A new round of Alpha is currently being offered. Please make contact with the Parish Office for more 
information or to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a blessed week 

Laura Campbell  



  
 

Curriculum Corner – Emma Robinson 
Building Thinking Classrooms in Mathematics 

We’re excited to share a fresh and inspiring shift happening in our classrooms! For over a year, St Joseph’s 
has been part of the “Leading Mathematics Education Project”. A two-year professional learning initiative 
focused on transforming mathematics teaching and learning. Our teachers have been exploring best 
practices and high-impact strategies such as growth mindsets, pedagogical focus, and high-leverage 
teaching practices. We’ve been diving into a number of leading mathematics education texts—including 4 
Steps to the Effective Teaching and Learning of Mathematics with a focus on growth mindset, embedded 
number talks, building fluency routines, and facilitating mathematical problem solving. Guided by these 
powerful ideas, our teachers are transforming the way students experience Mathematics—from memorising 
steps to truly thinking, exploring, pushing their boundaries and collaborating with their peers. 

  Why Are We Doing This? 

Every learner in every school deserves an outstanding Mathematics education and ongoing opportunities to 
become a “confident, creative user and communicator of mathematics” (ACARA, 2019). We believe that all 
students can succeed in math when given the right environment—one that encourages a growth mindset, 
curiosity, deep thinking, and meaningful engagement. 

        What’s the Goal? 

Our goal is to develop and support high-performance mathematics teachers, leading to outstanding 
mathematics learning in every classroom across our school. Through targeted professional learning, we’re 
building our teachers’ content knowledge, teaching strategies, and leadership skills. Which will lead to high 
quality mathematical learning for all students in our school. 

      Four Steps to Effective Teaching and Learning of Mathematics 

To support this transformation, we’re focusing on four foundational practices that help all students thrive in 
Mathematics: 

   Fostering a Growth Mindset: 
• We help students understand that mathematical ability is not fixed—it grows with effort, 

persistence, and learning from mistakes. 
• Teachers model positive attitudes toward challenge and normalise struggle as part of the 

learning process. 
• This mindset builds resilience and encourages students to take risks and persevere through 

complex problems. 
 
   Embedding Number Talks: 

• Short, daily discussions where students mentally solve problems and explain their thinking. 
• These talks develop number sense, flexibility with numbers, and confidence in mental 

computation. 
• Students learn to listen to others’ strategies, justify their reasoning, and build a deeper 

understanding of mathematical relationships. 
 
   Building Routines for Fluency: 

• We incorporate consistent, engaging routines that build fluency with key concepts like addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

• These routines are not about speed—they’re about accuracy, efficiency, and flexibility. 



  
 

• Fluency supports students in tackling more complex problems with confidence and ease. 
 
  Facilitating Mathematical Problem Solving: 

• Teachers support students through rich, open-ended problems that require reasoning, 
collaboration, and creativity. 

• Instead of giving answers, teachers ask questions that prompt deeper thinking and exploration. 
• This approach helps students develop critical problem-solving skills and see themselves as 

capable mathematicians. 
 

       What This Means for Your Child 
You might notice your child talking more about math, feeling more confident, or even saying it’s fun! That’s 
because they’re not just learning math—they’re doing math. They’re thinking, collaborating, and discovering 
new ways to approach challenges. 
 
We’re proud of the growth we’re seeing already, and we’re just getting started. As we continue to build 
thinking classrooms and grow our team of expert math educators, we’ll keep you updated on the journey—
and we welcome your support and curiosity along the way. 
 

             Reminder: 2025 Premier’s Reading Challenge              
All St Joseph’s students are taking part in the 2025 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC), running from 
6th May to 22nd August! Challenge Requirements: 

• Prep to Year 2: Read or experience 20 books 

• Years 3 & 4: Read 20 books 

• Years 5 to 9: Read 15 books 

Help us continue our 100% participation streak and foster a love for reading! Let’s get reading!        

 
Have a happy Wednesday! 
~ Emma Robinson 
Assistant Principal of Curriculum 

 
 

Finance News 

Unidentified School Fee Payment 

A school fee payment was received on Monday, 9 June, via Westpac Bank, but it did 
not include a student name or identifying reference. 

If you believe this payment may have been yours, please contact the school office as 
soon as possible. Proof of deposit will be required to verify the transaction and 
allocate the funds correctly. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
 
 
  



  
 

Upcoming Events 

  



  
 

P & F Forum Group 

 

 

  



  
 

School Photo Day 

 

 

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

Click here for the latest issue of the Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter 

 

 

https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/16th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-19th-July2025-Year-C.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/16th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-19th-July2025-Year-C.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/16th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-19th-July2025-Year-C.pdf


  
 

Student of the Week 

Prep 
Madison, you have worked very hard this week to ‘track the speaker’ and to follow instruction. 
Well done! 

1 
Kiara, Callen and Brooklyn, for dedicating an outstanding effort to our Mathematics lessons, 
especially our challenging tasks. 

2 

Tayla, for being a bright and bubbly star in our classroom. You brighten up every day with your 
kindness. 

Norie, for always putting your best effort into everything you do. Well done! 

Macy, for working hard to follow classroom expectations. What a great start to the term! 

3 Theo for always being on the right task in the right place and at the right time.  

4 Nixon, for having an excellent start to Term Three.   

5 
Aylah and Laylah, for persisting with challenging maths tasks. Wonderful growth mindset and 
keen to learn something new.  

6 
Evie, Ivy and Connor, for being awesome coaches teaching your peers how to play touch. Great 
to see you shine as leaders! 

 

Shout Out 
 

Maryanne and Ava 

For showing kindness just like Mary MacKillop by comforting a 
preppie when they were sad and trying to include them in your 
afternoon play.  Your effort and kindness have not gone unnoticed by 
the OSHC Educators. 
 

 
Catch of the Week 

 

 
 

This is Oscar at Monduran Dam with his first ever barramundi.  It was a whopping 1.06m  
Catch of the week! 



  
 

Term Three Calendar 2025 

Term Three 2025 

Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 
1 14th Jul 15th Jul 16th Jul 17th Jul 18th Jul 19/20 Jul 

Term 3 Starts 
 
 

 Challenge Cup  
  Year 5/6 Prayer 

Assembly 
2 21st Jul 22nd Jul 23rd Jul 24th Jul 25th Jul 26/27 Jul 

Olympics 
Unleashed Yr 4-6 

P&F Meeting 
 

100 days of Prep   Interschool Sport 
Plant a Tree Day Yr 

3&6 

CEW Mass 5:30 
pm Holy Rosary 

3 28th Jul 29th Jul 30th Jul 31st Jul 1st Aug 2/3 Aug 
Catholic Education Week 

Grandparents Day 
- liturgy and 
classroom 
Activities 

Board Meeting 

Photo Day 
 

 

 Yr 5 Day Camp  
 Year 4 Prayer 

Assembly 
Interschool Sport 

4 4th Aug 5th Aug 6th Aug 7th Aug 8th Aug 9/10 Aug 
Year 6 Camp Bundaberg 

District Athletics 
 
 

Bundaberg 
District Athletics 
Mary MacKillop 

Feast Day 

 
Grufflo’s Child   

5 11th Aug 12th Aug 13th Aug 14th Aug 15th Aug 16/17 Aug 
Science Week ~ Decoding the Universe: Explore the Unknown with Nature's Hidden Language 

Bullying No Way 
Day 

  Science Fair Year 3 Prayer 
Assembly 

Assumption 
Interschool Sport 

 

6 18th Aug 19th Aug 20th Aug 21st Aug 22nd Aug 23/24 Aug 
Book Week ~ “Book an Adventure” 

Arts Council - Pap, 
Rhyme & Poetry 

 
 

 
 

 Book Week Dress 
Up day 

Year 6 Prayer 
Assembly 

Premier’s Reading 
Challenge Ends 

Interschool Sport 

 

7 25th Aug 26th Aug 27th Aug 28th Aug 29th Aug 30/31 Aug 
  

 
 

  Year 1 Prayer 
Assembly 

Eisteddfod, the 
Year 5 – 6 

Interschool Sport 

 

8 1st Sept 2nd Sept 3rd Sept  4th Sept 5th Sept 6/7 Sept 
Micheal Ymer ~ Class Modeling & Discussions  Pupil Free Day   

  
 

Great Book Swap   

9 8th Sept 9th Sept 10th Sept 11th Sept 12th Sept 13/14 Sept 
Child Protection Week 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
Enrichment   Year 2 Prayer 

Assembly 
 

  
10 15th Sept 16th Sept 17th Sept 18th Sept 19th Sept 20/21 Sept 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
Enrichment   Prep Prayer 

Assembly 
Term 3 Ends 

 
 Open Classrooms 

 

 

  



  
 

Bundaberg Sports Trial Dates 
 

 

Out and About 
  



  
 

  



  
 

 


