
Newsletter Term Three Week 3  30 July 2025 

Principal’s Pen – Monica White 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week, a chance to recognise the 
unique spirit and shared mission of Catholic education. This year’s 
theme, Communities of Faith, Hope and Love, highlights the enduring values 
that shape Catholic schools and the diversity of the 313 school communities 
and 29 kindergartens educating more than 162,000 students across the state. 
Catholic education offers a high-quality, holistic education to one in every five 
young Queenslanders. 

Our theme Communities of Faith, Hope and Love captures the values that define 
our schools and the difference we seek to make in the world.  It reminds us that schools are not just places 
of learning. They are places of belonging, encounter and formation.  Places where young people are 
supported to grow not only in knowledge, but in compassion, in faith and in service. 

Catholic Education Week provides the chance to honour the people whose quiet efforts allow schools and 
students to flourish with the Spirit of Catholic Education Award. This year St Joseph’s nominated Mrs Laura 
Campbell for the Spirit of Catholic Education Award. I would like to congratulate Laura on her nomination, 
and I have included below a section of the nomination details: 

  



  
 
Christmas Concert Raffle Prizes 

Our St Joseph’s P&F are in the process of organising the Christmas Concert Raffle Prizes, a significant 
fundraising event each year to allow the P&F to continue to generously support the children at St Joseph’s 
with projects like Buddy Bears and Senior Shirts. They have also been working towards assisting the school 
to fund a new Junior Playground, which we hope to install next year. 

If you know of any businesses who may be able to assist with prizes or cash donations towards prizes for the 
Christmas Raffle the P&F have an official letter request that can be provided to this business. Please see the 
office or a member of the P&F if you wish to assist. 

  

From the APRE – Laura Campbell 
Greetings to our Families,  

Grandparents Day  

On Monday we celebrated Grandparents Day. It started with a lovely prayer led by Year Four, followed by 
some time in the classroom and cake and coffee. It was with gratitude that we saw so many family members 
at school to join in the celebrations.   

July 26th marks the Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary, also 
the grandparents of Jesus.   

It was in the home of Saints Joachim and Anne where the Virgin Mary received her training to be the Mother 
of God. Thus, devotion to Anne and Joachim is an extension of the affection Christians have always 
professed toward our Blessed Mother.   

We, too, owe a debt of gratitude to our parents for their help in our Christian formation. The Church invokes 
this saintly couple as the patron of grandparents.  

(https://www.catholicculture.org/ 

Thank you to all the families who came along to our Grandparents Day – You make a difference in the lives of 
your grandchildren.  

 
The Courtice Family sharing in the fun 

  

https://www.catholicculture.org/


  
 

)  

A Prayer for Grandparents  
 

Dear God,  

Please bless our grandparents.  

Thank you for the life they gave my parents and for the life they give to 

me.  

For the ways they helped me and made me strong, I give thanks.  

For the ways they love me no matter what, I rejoice.  

For the ways they have paved the road that leads me here, I am grateful.  

Let them grow in wisdom and joy in life.  

Let them find peace and rest from their work.  

Let them be healed of every sickness and pain.  

And let them see with their own eyes the glory of your Son, Jesus,  

in the love of their children and grandchildren.  

Bless them always until they come to rest in you.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

 
  
Catholic Education Week  

Our theme for Catholic Education Week is “Communities of Faith, Hope and Love”.   

 At this time the schools of the Catholic Communities celebrate the wonderful opportunities and students 
and staff that make up our schools.  

Please view the video about the launch of this special week.  CEW Launch Video  

 
Our oldest student Taj and youngest student Tiaan cutting the cake for Catholic Education Week.   

 

Have a blessed week 

Laura Campbell  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcEd7hiCACQ&t=1s


  
 

Curriculum Corner – Emma Robinson 

       Celebrating Grandparents and the Power of Community in a Child’s Life        

On Monday, our school was filled with laughter, stories, and the warm presence of some very special 
guests—our students’ grandparents. Grandparents Day was a heartwarming celebration that reminded us 
just how vital a child’s community is in shaping their growth, confidence, and sense of belonging. 

                                           A Day to Remember 
Grandparents were invited into classrooms to share in 
the joy of learning, participate in hands-on activities, and 
experience a moment in the school life of their 
grandchild. From reading stories and solving puzzles to 
drawing and playing games, the day was filled with 
meaningful moments that bridged generations. The 
smiles on our students’ faces said it all—having their 
grandparents by their side made them feel proud, 
supported, and deeply loved. 

   Why Community Involvement Matters 
Children thrive when they are surrounded by a strong, supportive network. Parents, grandparents, extended 
family, and even close family friends all play a crucial role in a child’s development. Here’s why that 
involvement is so powerful: 

• Emotional Security: Knowing they are loved by many helps 
children feel safe and valued. 

• Learning Through Stories: Grandparents bring wisdom, life 
experiences, and cultural traditions that enrich a child’s 
understanding of the world. 

• Positive Role Models: Seeing adults engaged in learning and 
community life sets a powerful example. 

• Stronger School Connections: When families are involved in 
school life, children feel more connected and motivated to 
succeed. 

              Beyond the Classroom 
Grandparents Day was more than just a fun event—it was a 
celebration of the village it takes to raise a child. It reminded us that 
education doesn’t happen in isolation. When families and schools 
work together, children flourish. 

To all the grandparents who 
joined us: thank you for your 

time, your stories, and your love. Your presence made a lasting 
impact, and we hope to see you again soon. 

Let’s continue to nurture these connections and celebrate the 
beautiful tapestry of support that surrounds each child. Because 
when a child knows they are backed by a community, there’s no 
limit to what they can achieve.     



  
 

             Reminder: 2025 Premier’s Reading Challenge              

 
All St Joseph’s students are taking part in the 2025 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC), running from 6th 
May to 22nd August! Challenge Requirements: 

• Prep to Year 2: Read or experience 20 books 

• Years 3 & 4: Read 20 books 

• Years 5 to 9: Read 15 books 

Help us continue our 100% participation streak and foster a love for reading! Let’s get reading!        

 

 

 
 
 
Have a happy Wednesday! 
~ Emma Robinson 
Assistant Principal of Curriculum 

 

  



  
 

Finance News 

Unidentified School Fee Payment 

A school fee payment was received on Monday, 9 June, via Westpac Bank, but it did 
not include a student name or identifying reference. 

If you believe this payment may have been yours, please contact the school office as 
soon as possible. Proof of deposit will be required to verify the transaction and 
allocate the funds correctly. 

We appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 

 

School Census 

     



  
 

Family Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

Click here for the latest issue of the Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter 

 

 

https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/17th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-27th-July2025-Year-C-1.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/17th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-27th-July2025-Year-C-1.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/17th-Sunday-in-Ordinary-Time-27th-July2025-Year-C-1.pdf


  
 

P & F Forum Group 

 

 

  



  
 

Student of the Week 

Prep Alfie, for approaching all learning tasks with persistence and a positive attitude.  

1 Brooklyn, for working very hard to ‘track the speaker’ and to follow instructions. Well done! 

2 Hazel and Phoenix, for your amazing alliteration poems this week. Well done! 

3 
Piper, for her effort and consistency across the board this week, particularly in handwriting. 
Congratulations for such a positive start to the term! 

4 
Andi, for excellent research in Science this week! 

Maryanne, for excellent contributions to class discussions! 

5 Logan, for consistently leading by example, respecting others and working hard. 

6 
Izzy and Kiana, for the dedication you have shown to prepare for the science fair. You work 
well as a team and are a great example to others. Thanks! 

 

Shout Out 
 

Henry, Lizzie, Delta and Isla 

For helping clean and sort our classroom, ready for the day. Extra 
mention for Henry and Lizzie, who went above and beyond! You 
demonstrate care and consideration for others when you care for our 
shared spaces.  

Mr Killeen 
For the super effort and time taken to work with the Challenge Cup 
team. We truly appreciate your skills and energy – you show love and 
care, just like Mary MacKillop.  

Dominick 
For the way you looked after our new student in Year Two. You have 
shown compassion and love, just like Jesus.  

A massive shout out to Mrs 
Clarke and Mrs Cooper 

For your incredible support during the Challenge Cup! Your 
dedication, encouragement, and positive energy made all the 
difference. Whether it was cheering from the sidelines, helping 
behind the scenes, or keeping our spirits high, we couldn’t have done 
it without you. You’re absolute legends—thank you for being such an 
important part of our journey!  

Nate 
For caring and taking care of a classmate when he wasn’t feeling well. 
You are a walking Jesus for our school.  

To all the Challenge Cup Rugby 
League Boys 

Your sportsmanship and effort on and off the field was amazing. I was 
so proud of each and every one of you with how you conducted 
yourselves.  Well Done!  
Mrs Rycen   

  
  



  
 

Term Three Calendar 2025 

Term Three 2025 

Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 
1 14th Jul 15th Jul 16th Jul 17th Jul 18th Jul 19/20 Jul 

Term 3 Starts 
 
 

 Challenge Cup  
  Year 5/6 Prayer 

Assembly 
2 21st Jul 22nd Jul 23rd Jul 24th Jul 25th Jul 26/27 Jul 

Olympics 
Unleashed Yr 4-6 

P&F Meeting 
 

100 days of Prep   Interschool Sport 
Plant a Tree Day Yr 

3&6 

CEW Mass 5:30 
pm Holy Rosary 

3 28th Jul 29th Jul 30th Jul 31st Jul 1st Aug 2/3 Aug 
Catholic Education Week 

Grandparents Day 
- liturgy and 
classroom 
Activities 

Board Meeting 

Photo Day 
 

 

 Yr 5 Day Camp  
 Year 4 Prayer 

Assembly 
Interschool Sport 

4 4th Aug 5th Aug 6th Aug 7th Aug 8th Aug 9/10 Aug 
Year 6 Camp Bundaberg 

District Athletics 
 
 

Bundaberg 
District Athletics 
Mary MacKillop 

Feast Day 

 
Grufflo’s Child   

5 11th Aug 12th Aug 13th Aug 14th Aug 15th Aug 16/17 Aug 
Science Week ~ Decoding the Universe: Explore the Unknown with Nature's Hidden Language 

Bullying No Way 
Day 

  Science Fair Year 3 Prayer 
Assembly 

Assumption 
Interschool Sport 

 

6 18th Aug 19th Aug 20th Aug 21st Aug 22nd Aug 23/24 Aug 
Book Week ~ “Book an Adventure” 

Arts Council - Pap, 
Rhyme & Poetry 

 
 

 
 

 Book Week Dress 
Up day 

Year 6 Prayer 
Assembly 

Premier’s Reading 
Challenge Ends 

Interschool Sport 

 

7 25th Aug 26th Aug 27th Aug 28th Aug 29th Aug 30/31 Aug 
  

 
 

  Year 1 Prayer 
Assembly 

Eisteddfod, the 
Year 5 – 6 

Interschool Sport 

 

8 1st Sept 2nd Sept 3rd Sept  4th Sept 5th Sept 6/7 Sept 
Micheal Ymer ~ Class Modeling & Discussions  Pupil Free Day   

  
 

Great Book Swap   

9 8th Sept 9th Sept 10th Sept 11th Sept 12th Sept 13/14 Sept 
Child Protection Week 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
Enrichment   Year 2 Prayer 

Assembly 
 

  
10 15th Sept 16th Sept 17th Sept 18th Sept 19th Sept 20/21 Sept 

Parent Teacher Meetings 
Enrichment   Prep Prayer 

Assembly 
Term 3 Ends 

 
 Open Classrooms 

 

 

  



  
 

Bundaberg Sports Trial Dates 
 

 

Out and About 

  



  
 

  



  
 

 


