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Principal’s Pen – Monica White 
At St Joseph’s we have 6 non-negotiable rules that staff discuss, model and practise with students. These 6 rules 

are the foundation of our classroom rules and expectations. Each week as a school we focus on one of the non-

negotiables: 

1. Correct school uniform 

2. Moving safely and quietly 

3. Care for people, places and things 

4. Right place, right time, right task 

5. Speaking/acting kindly 

6. Practise safe online behaviour 

This week our focus has been on the first rule – Correct school uniform. Coincidentally, on Monday night the 

School Board approved an amendment to the Uniform Policy. Wearing House shirts on the day of their PE Lesson 

is now part of the uniform. The School Sports shirt is to be worn on Fridays and for any event where students are 

representing the school. Below are the updated days for wearing the correct uniforms: 

Monday   Prep & Year 2 House Sport Shirt, Years 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6 Formal Uniform 

Tuesday Formal Uniform 

Wednesday  Formal Uniform (Year 6 Leadership Shirt) 

Thursday  Year 2 Formal Uniform, Years 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 House Sport Shirt 

Friday   School Sports Shirt 
 
Prep - Tuesday to Friday – Sports Uniform 
 
Within and beyond the school gates, a tidy uniform identifies us as part of a community we are proud of. By 
showing up in the correct uniform, from the right shoes to the shirt tucked in, we send a clear signal that we are 
ready to work, ready to learn, and ready to represent the very best of our school. 
 
This week students have been reminded of the uniform expectations and the importance of a note from their 
parents if there is an occasion that the correct uniform was not possible. Students who are repeatedly not wearing 
their uniform correctly will be spoken to by me to remind them of the school expectations. 

 
Monica White 
  



   
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Uniform Code 
 

  



   
 

From the APRE – Laura Campbell  
Greetings to our Families,  

Children’s Mass  

Each month our parish celebrates a Mass with a special focus on making it child oriented.  

I invite everyone to Mass on Sunday 24th May, with a special invitation to all those students receiving their 
Sacraments this year.  

 

Shout Outs!  

Each week, our staff and students are invited to nominate members of our 
school community who have shown actions that reflect our core virtues 
through a Shout Out.  

At our Catholic school, we celebrate the virtues of Love, Faith and Courage. 
These values are inspired by the examples of St Joseph, Mary MacKillop, 
and most importantly, Jesus.  

When we see kindness, compassion, inclusion, care for others and the environment, or acts of courage and 
faith, we witness these virtues in action and our shared connection to God.  

If you notice someone in our community living out these values, we encourage you to nominate them for 
a Shout Out!   

 

 Have a blessed week , 

Laura Campbel l 
Assistant Principal – Religious Education 



   
 

Curriculum Corner – Emma Robinson 

             The Power of Reading              
Reading is one of the most valuable habits a child can develop. It strengthens language skills, builds imagination, 

and opens doors to new ideas and worlds. As we continue to nurture a love of learning at school, we’re 

encouraging students to explore reading in all its forms, across a variety of genres and through different, enjoyable 

reading experiences. 

 

       Why Reading Matters 

Children who read regularly tend to develop stronger vocabulary, improved comprehension, and greater 

confidence in their learning. But beyond academics, reading helps children: 

• Build empathy by seeing the world through different perspectives 

• Strengthen focus and concentration 

• Develop creativity and curiosity 

• Discover personal interests and passions 

The more children read, the more they grow not just as learners, but as thinkers and storytellers. 

 

       Exploring Different Genres 

Every child is unique, and so are their reading preferences. Encouraging students to explore a range of genres 

helps them discover what excites them and keeps reading fun. Some popular genres include: 

• Fantasy – magical worlds, mythical creatures, and imaginative adventures 

• Realistic Fiction – stories that reflect everyday life and relatable experiences 

• Mystery – puzzles, clues, and problem-solving 

• Non-fiction – facts about animals, science, history, and real-world topics 

• Graphic Novels – visual storytelling that supports comprehension and engagement 

• Poetry – rhythm, language play, and creative expression 

• Biographies – inspiring stories of real people and their achievements 

Trying new genres helps children stretch their thinking and discover new favourites. 

 

                   Reading Comes in Many Forms 

Reading doesn’t have to look the same for every child. In fact, offering variety can make reading more accessible 

and enjoyable. Children can read: 

• Printed books – the classic, hands-on reading experience 

• Audiobooks – great for long car rides, quiet time, or supporting comprehension 

• E-books – adjustable text size and built-in features can support emerging readers 

• Magazines and articles – short, engaging texts for quick reading bursts 

• Comics and graphic novels – highly visual and motivating for many learners 

• Shared reading – reading with a parent, sibling, or friend 

All of these count as reading. What matters most is that children are engaging with language and stories in ways 

that feel enjoyable and meaningful. 

 

              How Families Can Support Reading at Home 

A few simple habits can help nurture a lifelong love of reading: 

• Set aside a regular reading time each day 

• Visit the local library together 

• Talk about books your child is reading 

• Model reading - let children see adults enjoying books too 

• Encourage choice; children are more motivated when they pick their own books 



   
 

When reading becomes part of everyday life, children begin to see it not as a task, but as a joy. 

 

       Growing Readers, One Story at a Time 

By exploring different genres and embracing a variety of reading experiences, children build confidence, curiosity, 

and a genuine love of stories. Together—at school and at home—we can help every child discover the magic of 

reading. 

 

             Reminder: 2026 Premier’s Reading Challenge              
All St Joseph’s students are taking part in the 2026 Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC), running from 11th May to 28th August! 
This initiative encourages students to develop a lifelong love of reading by exploring a variety of fiction and non-fiction books. 

 

Reading Record Forms have been sent home—make sure to track your child’s progress! 

Challenge Requirements: 

• Prep to Year 2: Read or experience 20 books 

• Years 3 & 4: Read 20 books 

• Years 5 to 9: Read 15 books 

Help us continue our 100% participation streak and foster a love for reading!  

Book lists are available at PRC Website. Let’s get reading!        

 
 
Have a happy Wednesday! 
~ Emma Robinson 
Assistant Principal Curriculum 

 

P and F News 
  

https://prc.median.com.au/BookList


   
 

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

 

Click here for the latest issue of the Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter 

 

 

Story Dogs – Miss Jan and Miss Darcy 

 

Miss Jan and Miss Darcy are wagging their tails with 
excitement as they invite all families and friends to come 
support the Story Dogs Stall at the Neighbourhood Watch 
Community Fun Day! Neighbourhood Watch 

Community Fun Day!  

  

https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Sixth-Sunday-in-Easter-10-May-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Sixth-Sunday-in-Easter-10-May-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Sixth-Sunday-in-Easter-10-May-2026.pdf


   
 

Student of the Week 
 

Prep Zara Rose For being brave and using a big voice to answer questions in Prep. 

1 
Shresta For being a wonderful part of our class family. You always put your best effort 

into everything that you do. 

Alfred  For trying hard with your learning this week. Well done! 

2 Corbin & Ezra  
For your fantastic effort in learning and writing this week. You are a superstar 
in the class, well done! 

3 Harvey For consistently setting a great example to his peers during learning and play. 
Keep up the awesome work, Harvey! 

4 Luke & Theo  For working hard on all set tasks this week. Well done! 

5 Sushan & Henry  For settling in positively and having a great learning attitude. 

6 

Max R  

For listening to feedback and using it to improve his paragraph writing. Even 
though it was tricky at first, he took the time to think carefully about the 
suggestions he was given and made changes to fix and strengthen his work. 
His perseverance and willingness to learn are fantastic to see—well done, 
Max! 

Frankie 

For his focus and effort in writing three mini paragraphs for his Youth 
Parliament speech. He stayed persistent and put in lots of concentration to 
get his ideas down, even when it was challenging. His hard work and 
determination really paid off—well done, Frankie! 

 
Shout Outs 

 

Sushan 
For giving positive feedback in the moment to teammates in soccer for 
interschool sports, saying “good defending” and encouraging them. You are a 
walking Jesus at our school.  

Mrs Jerome &  

Ms Long 

For being supportive and helpful at interschool sports. You demonstrate care 
and love for our students and staff.  

Nate 
For generously giving away your balloon to another student, showing 
compassion and empathy, just like Mary MacKillop.  

Mrs Von Stien  
For always keeping the Year Six room clean and tidy. It is really appreciated. 
You are a walking Jesus at our school.  

 
  



   
 

Term Two Planner 
 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 
1 20th April 21st April 22nd April 23rd April 24th April 25/26 April 

Term 2 starts 
 

 
 

   
 

ANZAC Day 

2 27th April 28th April 29th April 30th April 1st May 2/3 May 
Cross Country 
P&F Meeting 
 

   Jump into Joey’s 
Interschool 
Sport (4-6) 

 

3 4th May 5th May 6th May 7th May 8th May 9/10 May 
Labour Day 
Holiday 

   Interschool 
Sport (4-6) 
 

 

4 11th May 12th May 13th May 14th May 15th May 16/17 May 
Board Meeting Discovery Day 

(Yr 5) 
  District Cross 

Country 
 

 

5 18th May 19th May 20th May 21st May 22nd May 23/24 may 
 
 
 

 Year 6 
Government 
Incursion 

Year 6 Youth 
Parliament 

Year 5 
Government 
Incursion 
Interschool 
Sport (4-6) 

 

6 25th May 26th May 27th May 28th May 29th May 30/31 May 
 
 

National Sorry 
Day 

 Bundy Show 
Holiday 
Episcopal 
ordination 

Interschool 
Sport (4-6) 

 

7 1st June 2nd June 3rd June 4th June 5th June 6/7 June 
 
 

   Interschool 
Sport (4-6) 

 

8 8th June 9th June 10th June 11th June 12th June 13/14 June 
 
 
 

     

9 15th June 16th June 17th June 18th June 19th June 20/21 June 
 
Board Meeting 
 

     

10 22nd June 23rd June 24th June 25th June 26th June 27/28 June 
Athletics 
Carnival 
 
 

High Jump   End of Term 2 
Semester 1 
Reports 
Published 

 

 



   
 

Out and About 

 

 


