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Principal’s Pen – Monica White 
 

Father’s Day is a special chance for our school community to pause and say a heartfelt thank you for the men who help 
shape our children’s lives. This Sunday we honour dads, step-dads, grandfathers, uncles, godfathers and other father 
figures who show up in quiet, faithful ways: at drop-off and pick-up, at weekend sport, with homework help, and in the 
everyday moments of encouragement that matter so much. 

In our Catholic tradition, St Joseph is a significant role model for this day. The Gospels don’t record many words from 
Joseph, but they show us his steady character: he listens, he acts with courage, he protects, and he provides. Joseph 
reminds us that strong fatherhood is often gentle and practical. It’s found in presence, consistency, and love lived out in 
daily choices. 

Father’s Day can also be a tender day for some families. Some students may be missing a dad or a significant father 
figure, be separated from family, or carry grief. As a Catholic school, we hold all families in our prayers, and we aim to 
be a community where every child feels safe, known and supported. 

This Father’s Day, may God bless all fathers and father figures in our community with wisdom, patience and joy. May St 
Joseph guide and intercede for our families, and may our children continue to grow surrounded by love, faith and hope.  

 

 

 

 

Monica White   



   
 

From the APRE – Laura Campbell  
Greetings to our families and friends 
 

The Season of Creation  

Each September, the Catholic Church joins with Christian communities 
around the world in celebrating the Season of Creation, a special time 
to give thanks to God for the beauty and abundance of the world He has 
entrusted to our care.  

This season invites us to reflect on our role as stewards of creation and 
to consider how we can live more sustainably. As people of hope and 
faith, we are called to work together to protect our environment so that 
all people can share in God's gifts, now and into the future.  

Caring for creation is an important part of Catholic Social Teaching through the principle of Care for Our 
Common Home. This reminds us that looking after the environment is not only about protecting nature, but 
also about recognising the impact environmental challenges have on the wellbeing, dignity and livelihoods 
of people around the world.  

During the Season of Creation, even small actions can make a meaningful difference. At St Joseph’s, we 
encourage responsible stewardship by recycling paper, pens and cardboard, turning off lights when they are 
not needed, using air conditioning thoughtfully, reducing litter, and minimising the use of single-use plastics 
through re-use wherever possible.  

As part of our celebrations this year, Mrs Merefield will lead a prayer and reflection walk around Baldwin 
Swamp. Along the way, participants will pause at various points to pray, reflect and appreciate God’s 
magnificent creation. The walk will take place on Saturday 12 September at 9:00 am, and all members of 
our school community are warmly invited to attend.  

"The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it." (Psalm 24:1)  

To learn more about The Season of Creation, please visit the website.  

 

  

  

https://seasonofcreation.org/


   
 

   

 

Father’s Day  

On Sunday, we celebrate fatherhood in Australia. We honour not just dads, but grandfathers, big brothers, 
uncles, priests whom we call “Father,” and anyone else who fulfills a fatherly role for others.  

We also recall the exemplary role-model and patron saint of fathers—Saint Joseph—foster father of Jesus, 
husband of Our Lady and patron of the Universal Church.  

St Joseph experienced the same difficulties in life we all do, yet he lived an exemplary life and established an 
ideal that is well-worth emulating for all fathers who have come after him. St Joseph was a man of 
compassion and caring. He was a man possessed of unwavering faith in God. He was a man who loved and 
protected his family. As St Matthew describes him in his Gospel, Joseph was a “righteous man” (Mt 1:19).  



   
 

 

  

 Have a blessed week ,  

Laura Campbel l 
 

  



   
 

Curriculum Corner – Emma Robinson 
Celebrating 100% Participation in the Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 

We are delighted to celebrate another year of 100% student participation in the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge, an outstanding achievement that reflects our school’s strong culture of reading and learning. 

Reading is one of the most important foundations for academic success. Australian research shows that 
children who are read to regularly and surrounded by books at home develop stronger language and literacy 
skills and achieve higher reading outcomes at school.  

This achievement would not have been possible without the support of our families. Whether it is sharing a 
bedtime story, encouraging independent reading, or talking about books at home, your support helps foster 
a love of reading that can last a lifetime. Thank you for partnering with us in building these important habits. 

Congratulations to all of our students for embracing the challenge with enthusiasm, and to our staff and 
families for helping make reading a valued part of everyday life. Together, we are creating confident, capable 
readers and learners.  

Well done to everyone involved in this fantastic achievement!  

 

 

  



   
 

Parent–Teacher Meetings: Weeks 9 & 10 
We warmly invite all families to attend our Parent–Teacher Meetings during 
Weeks 9 and 10. These appointments are a valuable opportunity to deepen 
the partnership between home and school and to support your child’s 
ongoing growth. 
 

Booking Your Appointment 
Meetings will run from Monday of Week 9 through Friday of Week 10 (Dates and times may vary for different 
classes) 
 
Please book your preferred time slot via – the Orbit App or Parent Lounge. 
 
Teachers look forward to partnering with you to celebrate your child’s successes and plan for continued 
growth. Your engagement makes a real difference! 
 

 
 
 
Happy Wednesday.  
~ Emma Robinson 
Assistant Principal of Curriculum 

 

 

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg 

 

Click here for the latest issue of the Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter 

 
 
 

 

  

https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf


   
 

 
P & F News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joey Jarjums - RAP Team  

St Joseph’s Great Book Swap 

Today, 2nd September, is Indigenous Literacy Day.  We held our annual St Joseph’s Great Book Swap, in 
support of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.  

We would like to extend a huge thank you to all the students and their families who brought in books for the 
big swap.  Your generosity helped make this day a great success and all gold coin donations will be sent to 
the ILF, helping to provide resources and books for children and their families in remote communities 
around Australia.   

Many of our students will be coming home with new books today. We hope they bring you some enjoyment, 
and who knows, maybe you can save them to swap next year!  

 

 

 

  



   
 

 

Outside School Hours Care 

 

 

 

School Holidays Just Got 
More Exciting! 

Our Vacation Care Program is 
out now and packed with fun 
activities, adventures and new 
experiences for children to 
enjoy these holidays. 

We are also open on Pupil Free 
Days. 

Click here to enrol today. 

Existing families can book 
directly through the Xplor App. 

Don't miss out, places fill 
quickly! 

 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RqrcCmO5MpHPlXQzfGqFjd?domain=prodadmin.myxplor.com


   
 

Student of the Week  

Term 3 Week 7 

Pr
ep

 

Special-King For the amazing writing you have been doing in Prep this week! 

1 

Denzel 
For always being ready to learn. You are a wonderful role-model to your 
classmates for tracking the speaker and having everything ready to start 
learning. Well done! 

Hugh For always trying your hardest in all of your work. Well done! 

2 Zoe & Eddie  
For applying yourself to our literacy and soundwaves lessons this week. Keep up 
the great writing! 

3 Madelyn  
For always making an effort to treat others the way she wants to be treated. 
Showing respect.  

Keep up the wonderful work, Maddy! 

4 Theo & 
Teddie For excellent work in reading comprehension and spelling! Well Done! 

5 Ariana For behaving and showing good values even when no one is looking. 

6 All of Year 
6 

For showing outstanding courage, resilience, and determination throughout camp. 
Whether sleeping away from home, learning new skills, facing fears of heights, or 
stepping outside their comfort zones, every student embraced each challenge. 
Most importantly, every member of the class participated in every activity! 
Congratulations Year 6! 

 

Shout Outs  
Term 3 Week 7 

Henley For supporting other students by building and encouraging them during the Crate Climb  

Vin For being a good sport and competing fairly without ruining it for others during Laser Tag.  

Max A 
For listening to the camp guides' hints and following clues to find the "Reverse Jenga" 
activity during the Crate Climb. 

Mr Killeen 
For being the voice of reason at camp. You demonstrate persistence and courage just like 
Mary MacKillop.  

Mr Wootton 
For being the firm but fun support we needed. You show care and consideration for your 
colleagues.  

Mrs Cooper 
 For being the encouraging voice, ensuring everyone was feeling supported and safe. You 
always show love, just like Jesus.  



   
 

Respectful Relationships Education – Power of Coercion 

  



   
 

Term 3 Planner  

 

  



   
 

Out and About  

 

 

 


