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Newsletter Term Three Week 8 2 September 2026
Principal’s Pen —Monica White

Father’s Day is a special chance for our school community to pause and say a heartfelt thank you for the men who help
shape our children’s lives. This Sunday we honour dads, step-dads, grandfathers, uncles, godfathers and other father
figures who show up in quiet, faithful ways: at drop-off and pick-up, at weekend sport, with homework help, and in the
everyday moments of encouragement that matter so much.

In our Catholic tradition, St Joseph is a significant role model for this day. The Gospels don’t record many words from
Joseph, but they show us his steady character: he listens, he acts with courage, he protects, and he provides. Joseph
reminds us that strong fatherhood is often gentle and practical. It’s found in presence, consistency, and love lived out in
daily choices.

Father’s Day can also be a tender day for some families. Some students may be missing a dad or a significant father
figure, be separated from family, or carry grief. As a Catholic school, we hold all families in our prayers, and we aim to
be a community where every child feels safe, known and supported.

This Father’s Day, may God bless all fathers and father figures in our community with wisdom, patience and joy. May St
Joseph guide and intercede for our families, and may our children continue to grow surrounded by love, faith and hope.




From the APRE - Laura Campbell

Greetings to our families and friends

The Season of Creation

Each September, the Catholic Church joins with Christian communities
around the world in celebrating the Season of Creation, a special time
to give thanks to God for the beauty and abundance of the world He has
entrusted to our care.

This season invites us to reflect on our role as stewards of creation and
to consider how we can live more sustainably. As people of hope and
faith, we are called to work together to protect our environment so that
all people can share in God's gifts, now and into the future.

Caring for creation is an important part of Catholic Social Teaching through the principle of Care for Our
Common Home. This reminds us that looking after the environment is not only about protecting nature, but
also about recognising the impact environmental challenges have on the wellbeing, dignity and livelihoods
of people around the world.

During the Season of Creation, even small actions can make a meaningful difference. At St Joseph’s, we
encourage responsible stewardship by recycling paper, pens and cardboard, turning off lights when they are
not needed, using air conditioning thoughtfully, reducing litter, and minimising the use of single-use plastics
through re-use wherever possible.

As part of our celebrations this year, Mrs Merefield will lead a prayer and reflection walk around Baldwin
Swamp. Along the way, participants will pause at various points to pray, reflect and appreciate God’s
magnificent creation. The walk will take place on Saturday 12 September at 9:00 am, and all members of
our school community are warmly invited to attend.

"The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it." (Psalm 24:1)

To learn more about The Season of Creation, please visit the website.

Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

Immersion in Living Water
EZEKIEL 47:9, 12



https://seasonofcreation.org/
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Father’s Day

On Sunday, we celebrate fatherhood in Australia. We honour not just dads, but grandfathers, big brothers,
uncles, priests whom we call “Father,” and anyone else who fulfills a fatherly role for others.

We also recall the exemplary role-model and patron saint of fathers—Saint Joseph—foster father of Jesus,
husband of Our Lady and patron of the Universal Church.

St Joseph experienced the same difficulties in life we all do, yet he lived an exemplary life and established an
ideal that is well-worth emulating for all fathers who have come after him. St Joseph was a man of
compassion and caring. He was a man possessed of unwavering faith in God. He was a man who loved and
protected his family. As St Matthew describes him in his Gospel, Joseph was a “righteous man” (Mt 1:19).




2]
;|
“Rowing as O

Prayer for Fathers

God, we ask your blessing on all those whom you have entrusted
fatherhood.

May your Holy Spirit constantly inspire them with justice and mercy,
wisdom and strength, patience and self-giving love. May they receive
your grace abundantly, and may they come to experience you through

the care and love they give to us.

Amen.

Wishing all fathers and father figures a very happy Father’s
Day
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Curriculum Corner —Emma Robinson
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We are delighted to celebrate another year of 100% student participation in the Premier’s Reading
Challenge, an outstanding achievement that reflects our school’s strong culture of reading and learning.

Reading is one of the most important foundations for academic success. Australian research shows that
children who are read to regularly and surrounded by books at home develop stronger language and literacy
skills and achieve higher reading outcomes at school.

This achievement would not have been possible without the support of our families. Whether it is sharing a
bedtime story, encouraging independent reading, or talking about books at home, your support helps foster
a love of reading that can last a lifetime. Thank you for partnering with us in building these important habits.

Congratulations to all of our students for embracing the challenge with enthusiasm, and to our staff and

families for helping make reading a valued part of everyday life. Together, we are creating confident, capable
readers and learners.

Well done to everyone involved in this fantastic achievement!
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This Sunday, we celebrate and thank
all the amazing fathers, father figures
and role models in our lives.
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Wishing you a day filled with joy,
relaxation and time with those you love.

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO! v




Panent—Teachen Meelings: Weeks 9 & 10

We warmly invite all families to attend our Parent-Teacher Meetings during .
Weeks 9 and 10. These appointments are a valuable opportunity to deepen ‘

the partnership between home and school and to support your child’s

ongoing growth.

ARENT
Booking Youn Appeintment TEACHER
MEETING
Meetings will run from Monday of Week 9 through Friday of Week 10 (Dates and times may vary for different
classes)

Please book your preferred time slot via — the Orbit App or Parent Lounge.

Teachers look forward to partnering with you to celebrate your child’s successes and plan for continued
growth. Your engagement makes a real difference!

Happy Wednesday.
~ E&mma Rebinsen

Assistant Principal of Curriculum

Catholic Parish of Bundaberg

Click here for the latest issue of the Catholic Parish of Bundaberg Newsletter



https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf
https://www.bundabergcatholic.net.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/22nd-Sunday-In-Ordinary-Time-Year-A-30th-August-2026.pdf

P & F News

PIZZA HUT LUNCH ORDER
FRIDAY 11 September
Orders now open on

{flexischools

Orders close THURSDAY 10/9/26 at Midday

Joey Jarjums - RAP Team

St Joseph’s Great Book Swap

Today, 2" September, is Indigenous Literacy Day. We held our annual St Joseph’s Great Book Swap, in
support of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.

We would like to extend a huge thank you to all the students and their families who brought in books for the
big swap. Your generosity helped make this day a great success and all gold coin donations will be sent to
the ILF, helping to provide resources and books for children and their families in remote communities
around Australia.

Many of our students will be coming home with new books today. We hope they bring you some enjoyment,
and who knows, maybe you can save them to swap next year!




Outside School Hours Care

School Holidays Just Got
More Exciting!

Our Vacation Care Program is
out now and packed with fun
activities, adventures and new
experiences for children to
enjoy these holidays.

We are also open on Pupil Free
Days.

Click here to enrol today.

Existing families can book
directly through the Xplor App.

Don't miss out, places fill
quickly!

Week One

MON TUES
21 September 2026 22 September 2026

WED
23 September 2026

THURS
24 September 2026

FRI
25 September 2026

Crochet and Botanical Gardens
Croguet We will take
Learn to play photos of the
croguet with a wildlife and
mallet and balls flowers at the
then learn to gardens to be
crochet granny displayed in a mini
squares with Mrs OSHC art gallery.
Merefield.
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Slushie and

Damper Day
Bake some yummy
damper and enjoy
an icy cold slushie.

Reading Cinema
We will watch a
movie in comfort
and enjoy a
yummy snack.

Wheels Day
Bring your scooter
or skates for a day

of fun. Helmets

are a must and
padding

recommended.

I R

ST0+
45 incursion fee

570
$25 excursion fee

570+
510 incursion fee

570 +
$25 excursion fee

370

Week Two

TUES

MON
29 September 2026

| 28 September 2026

WED
20 September 2026

THURS
1 October 2026

FRI
2 October 2026

The Mater Visit
and Queens Park
Visit the Mater
Hospital for a tour
and then enjoy an
exploration
around Queens
Park.

Spa and Switch
Day

Wear your P)'s
and be pampered

throughout the

day or compete

against your
friends on the

Nintendo Switch

(.

™ .

Tinaberries
Travel to
Tinaberries to pick
some strawberries
and enjoy a freshly
made ice cream

Cubby House,
Movies and Pizza
Day
We will make our
own cubby houses
for us to watch
our favourite
movies from. We
will also enjoy a
pizza lunch.

&

Super Soaker Day
Receive your own
super soaker and
test your skills
with a variety of
games.

570+

515 incursions fee | 525 excursion fee

570
525 excursion fee

570
510 incursion fee

570+
520 incursion fee

Friday 4™ September 2026

8am - 4:30pm
Book Now



https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RqrcCmO5MpHPlXQzfGqFjd?domain=prodadmin.myxplor.com

Student of the Week

Term 3 Week 7

Special-King For the amazing writing you have been doing in Prep this week!

For always being ready to learn. You are a wonderful role-model to your
Denzel classmates for tracking the speaker and having everything ready to start
learning. Well done!

Hugh For always trying your hardest in all of your work. Well done!

For applying yourself to our literacy and soundwaves lessons this week. Keep up

AR [ERETD the great writing!

For always making an effort to treat others the way she wants to be treated.
Madelyn Showing respect.

Keep up the wonderful work, Maddy!

Theo &

. . . — '
Teddie For excellent work in reading comprehension and spelling! Well Done!

Ariana For behaving and showing good values even when no one is looking.

For showing outstanding courage, resilience, and determination throughout camp.
Whether sleeping away from home, learning new skills, facing fears of heights, or

Al ey stepping outside their comfort zones, every student embraced each challenge.

6
Most importantly, every member of the class participated in every activity!

Congratulations Year 6!

Term 3 Week 7

Henley For supporting other students by building and encouraging them during the Crate Climb

Vin For being a good sport and competing fairly without ruining it for others during Laser Tag.

For listening to the camp guides' hints and following clues to find the "Reverse Jenga"

Max A activity during the Crate Climb.

For being the voice of reason at camp. You demonstrate persistence and courage just like

Mr Killeen Mary MacKillop.

For being the firm but fun support we needed. You show care and consideration for your

Mr Wootton
colleagues.

For being the encouraging voice, ensuring everyone was feeling supported and safe. You

Mrs Cooper always show love, just like Jesus.




Respectful Relationships Education - Power of Coercion

Respectful Relationships Education

“The Catholic school is an environment in which

faith, culture and life intertwine”
Pope Leo XIV, Drawing New Maps of Hope (2025)

Power and coercion content: Years 3 -12

Upper Primary Junior Secondary Senior Secondary
(Years 3 - 6) (Years 7 - 10) (Years 11 - 12)

How roles, decision-making, Power dynamics in

and levels of power, coercien relationships
and control within
relationships can be Consent and coercive

influenced by gender cantrol
Frotective behaviours stereotypes

and help-seeking
strategies that can be used The influence of respect,

Personal and social skills to
establish, manage and
strengthen relationships

Empathy, anger

: _ management, assertiveness
inarange of anline and empathy, power and and conflict resolution in

offline situations coercion on establishing and relationships
maintaining respectful

: : elationships
Behaviours that cantribute r onship MNegotiation within

to their own and others’ relationships

. : Understanding and
health, safety, relationships :
. managing the nuances
and wellbeing

of power

Responding to disrespect

Scan below for resources to support conversations at home:

Act for Kids - MAPCAN - MAPCAN -
Emmy and Friends Listening to children Listening to young
(Prep - Year 2) (Prep - Year &) people (Years 7 - 12)

Teach Us Consent
(Years 10 - 12)

[]

Daniel Morcombe [E: Allison Baden - Clay :?&;;\.,_H_. ® e e el |7 Jﬁ“
Adolescent Hub it Foundation Power Wheels 5;%}, (Prep - Year 12)
(Years 7 - 12) i (Years 7-12) = o

-

Catholic Education  For more information, please access the parent session recording here:




Term 3 Planner
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Year 6 Camp 24 -26 Aug

WEEK 7 é’ Book Week 22 - 28 Aug

Book Week Dress Up Day 28 Aug

c Music with Ms. Marie Make Up Day 31 Aug (in lieu of 04 Sept)

Z
////\A {lfiao. \ Yo Y NN/

WEEK 8 '> Indigenous Literacy Foundation Book Swap 02 Sept

Pupil Free Day 04 Sept
> J {1 - I (AN Y /2 M|
Child Protection Week

St Joseph’s NAIDOC Celebrations 11 Sept




Out and About
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FREE entertainment, information stalls and
activities will be available for the whole

family to enjoy!l N
date &'

Incerporating the
hu\'SdW 10ctober Welcome Baby Celebration
¥ and traditional

pcYC B\m""“"g Teddy Bears Parade

SHALOM
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Year 7 2028

APPLICATIONS OPEN

December 2026

Online | *Semester Two Year 5 Report Card required
APPLY at www.shalomcollege.com

INFORMATION EVENING
Wednesday 10 February 2027
Shalom Performing Arts Precinct

1 civic Avenu® Parents & Students Welcome

REGISTER NOW at www.shalomcollege.com

COLLEGE OPEN DAY
Food and drinks - — Tuesday 23 February 2027
cvailable for purchase « - Shalom College Sporis Centre
Parents & Students Welcome
REGISTER NOW at www.shalomcollege.com

APPLICATIONS CLOSE

Friday 12 March 2027

Online | Applications Open December 2026
APPLY at www.shalomcollege.com

e APRIL-MAY 2027: Appointments for Interviews
* END OF JUNE 2027: Notification sent to advise of
acceptance outcome
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YOUNG ENGINEERS

PROGMMS

\ / 8 E 3 ’ 2 t SCHOOU
BUNDABERG g ‘ 5 ORAVENyE

i g A NEAR Yoy
J “ “ I 0 n &= . Build, code & explore engineering
Learn physics, robotics & programming
9-WEEK TERM | 1HR 15MIN WEEKLY SESSIONS
C ez S

2026[27 seasun starts October 10

AT ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL BUNDABERG, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE TARIBELANG-BUNDA, GOORENG GOORENG,
GURANG AND THE BAILI PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LANDS UPON WHICH WE MEET

WE PAY OUR RESPECTS TO THE ELDERS OF THE PAST, PRESENT AND EMERGING AND ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR SPIRITUAL CONNECTION
T0 COUNTRY

FOR WE T00, ARE ONE IN LAND, ONE IN SPIRIT, ONE IN FAITH UNITED IN GOD'S LOVE

SR
CouUnTRY




